
What’s Happening at the Ontario County Arts Council and in the Community! 
                                               Fall 2020 
Mission Statement: "Ontario County Arts Council will promote and strengthen the creative                            

capacity of our community by providing diverse opportunities for arts participation, understanding, 

and appreciation." 

 

Judi Cermak, OCAC Board President 
Presidents thoughts:  There are always questions and concerns about actions one takes.  

                                    Question? Why hang exhibits when very few people will see the work during COVID-19? 

    My answer comes from a personal point of view. 

1. Exhibits often inspire new works that I may not have considered. 

2. Exhibits give me an opportunity to see my work hung in a gallery setting much different than at home in a dark  

    corner. 

3. Each exhibit is showcased on our website, ocarts.org adding another place for people to see my work. I don’t have  

    a personal website. 

4. I volunteer at the museum on Thursdays. A few people stop in. They are always impressed by the variety of work   

    exhibited. They take their time, asking questions, ―Are these all local artists?‖  They enjoy the rooms that are alive  

    with artwork, displays and artifacts. 

5. Exhibits, for the Arts Council are a responsibility to fulfill our mission. Yes it’s a lot of work but we need to do  

    what we can to add to the quality of life in our community.  

    No exhibits?  Not on my watch! 

 

          Ontario County Arts Council Fall Events 
 

.                                   ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING  (2:15pm - 3:00) 

                                      and  

  HIDDEN TREASURES ART EXHIBIT OPENING  (3:00pm - 5:00) 

                             OCTOBER 24TH    
       The annual members meeting will be held downstairs at the OCHS Museum.   

Ballots for voting for OCAC Officers and Directors should be in everyone's email as of October 8th 

and members may vote by mail or attend the meeting in person to vote.   

 

After the meeting, we will have an art opening for the Hidden Treasures exhibit in the upstairs gallery.   

 
Reminder: Face masks are required for entry into the building.   

                  During this stage of the museum’s Covid-19 plan, the museum’s open hours are restricted to  

                                  Tuesday thru Friday from 10am to 12pm and 1 pm to 4:30 pm.     

           Be sure to check out the Ontario County Immigrants and Cow to Consumer exhibits at the museum. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Part one of the exhibits for 2022 will be: a coral reef made of fiber—knitted, crocheted, felted, etc.   

  Would you like to add to the display?     

  For more information contact:    

                                     judi@rochester.rr.com   
 

 

 



          As you know, due to Covid-19 the OCAC Gallery at the Fort Hill Performing Arts Center in Canandaigua 

has not been open to the public.  However, upcoming exhibits are being planned by the OCAC Exhibit Committee. 

These exhibits will not be themed and the art will remain in the gallery for several months at a time for visitors 

touring the facility and some limited, small events.     

Be sure to check out the submission guidelines that were recently sent to all artist members! 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 We need volunteers (still) for new OCAC committees being formed!! 

 
1. Kay Howard  is chairing a group to organize and support artists who  

      would like to provide art classes (and more) through OCAC.  See details below. 

 

2.   Aimee Ward is chairing a group to organize and support events through OCAC -  

      both fund raising events and just for fun! 

      Please email your interest in either committee to:   ocartsny@gmail.com 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

WHAT'S NEW--OR WILL BE--AT OCAC!  Kay Howard here!   

As you may have noticed, I am going to be heading up a new workshop committee for OCAC, and the  

planning for spring 2021 will be starting up in the next few months.   

                                                    I need your help!   

- Do you want to try out a new medium--watercolor, oil, clay, pebble art, fiber, fill in the blank— 

   without a big commitment of $$ and time?  Just curious?   

- Looking for a book club with art related topics or storylines?   

- How about a discussion group of likeminded individuals for mutual inspiration?  

                                             What you would like!!    

Learning and teaching opportunities for artists and non-artists.   

But--and here's the helping part--we need to know how you would like to be involved.   

Just some thoughts to start.  Let's talk!!   

 You can contact me at:     kay.clay@frontier.com   or   ocartsny@gmail.com  

                                                                                                        

        Thanks,  

          Kay    :) 

  

 

 

 
   
                                  Great ideas come from people working together!! 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
OCAC Members!   

     
Did you know that you can sponsor a new member’s first year of membership for 
only $15.00?!!  Well, you can!!! 
Anyone you know that appreciates the arts, or a student of the arts, etc. 

 



                                                                                 This issue features 

                                JUDI CERMAK 
 

            Judi Cermak, president of Ontario County Arts Council has been a member since 1996!   

      

 Judi has always loved creativity!  She credits her mother with encouraging creative play,  

both inside and outside the house.  In seventh grade she admired and was inspired by her art teacher,  

June Kesel.  Judi went on to become an art teacher in the Bloomfield School District for 36 years.    

She feels that the artist that has been her greatest influence is Judy Chicago, 

who created the feminist art piece, ―The Dinner Party‖. 

 

Judi was inspired by famous female artists to create this needle felted and 

embroidered piece titled, ― Inspiration― . 

  

Judi is an eclectic artist – always learning, always experimenting in different 

artistic genres such as oil, watercolor, and acrylic painting, pastels, color 

pencils, ceramics, fiber arts. Since retiring Judi has taken advantage of  

numerous art classes through the senior citizens audit program at FLCC.  If 

Judi isn’t creating something her sleep is troubled by a recurring bad dream.  So she is almost always creating! 

As you can imagine, Judi’s studio is full of a variety of supplies, but her most valuable artistic tool is her 

scissors. (You’ll have to ask her why!)  Her days start at 5 AM, beginning with a cup of coffee while she checks her 

lists of: things she has to do, should do, and creative things she wants to do.  The early morning is a quiet time to 

embroider, crochet, and do needle work as she contemplates which list to start on first.    

 

When asked what her favorite art piece is that she’s made Judi says that it changes with age and that she 

most enjoys creating art.  She feels she is more attached to art work she has acquired from other artists because 

when she looks at it she has fond memories of and appreciation for the artist who made it.                                                                  

 

Judi and Dorothy Mariner spearheaded the start up of the ―All Things Art‖ venue in downtown Canandaigua, 

which provided our community with space for visual art exhibits, musical and theatrical performances, classes and 

lectures.  Although Judi was there when ―All Things Art‖ had to shut its’ doors, she didn’t give up!  She played an 

essential part in the reinvention of the Arts Council.  In 2017 when Ed Varno, then director of the OCHS museum, 

offered the Arts Council exhibit space in the North Gallery at the museum she embraced the idea!  Judi states that, 

―Circumstances are always changing.  It’s important to have a creative attitude toward what we can do to support all 

of the arts that are so important to the vitality of any community.‖   Recently, Judi has also facilitated the partnering 

of the Arts Council with the Fort Hill Performing Arts Center to provide rotating art exhibits of arts council mem-

bers’ art in the auditorium lobby.                                                              

 

Judi feels that the best thing about being involved with the arts is meeting so many different artists!                                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

                                                                 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 Just a few of Judi’s creations! 

 



           What are some of our Artist Members up to?! 

 

 

Jeanne Beck  
My collage painting, ―Rider‖ has been juried into Main Street Arts ―Small Works‖ exhibition, which runs  

November 2 - December 8.  

My painting, ―Sheltering-In Spring‖ is currently part of the Buffalo Society of Artists 134th catalogue exhibition at 

the Kenan House in Lockport, NY.  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Don DeLong  
I will be a guest photographer at Image City Photography Gallery in December for their annual  

Holiday Show.                                                                                     
________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bob Beck  
I’m going to be included in an article by Nancy McCarthy in the Nov./Dec. issue of Life in the Finger Lakes which 

highlights how artists and craftspeople decorate for the holidays.  My portion of the article highlights the hand carved 

Santa’s and Snowmen I’ve carved for Jeanne and other family members over the years.       

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Denise VanDeroef  

I am stepping down from my duties on the OCAC Board and Rotating exhibits to start a new chapter in life’s jour-

ney!  Doug and I are planning a move to Delaware to be closer to family and longtime friends.  Please send Art 

Council related messages and questions to:  ocartsny@gmail.com instead of my personal email address. 

Linda Hallifax and Tina Blackwood will now be responding to inquiries.                   

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Howard VanBuren                                          

                                                                                                                            On display until October 19th at  

                                                                                                                             the Cheshire Union Gift Shop.  

 

 

 

 

1.   Still holding online classes in sketching and watercolor painting. 

2.   Began a small art program on October 5, 2020 with a few participants in which we will have an art show  

      next spring with student paintings 

3. Scheduled to show in Rochester, NY in February 2021 

4. Private lessons available on line 

 

mailto:ocartsny@gmail.com


Lesley Shakespeare Brogan   

October Schedule at Hope in Arts Studio                       

Register for all classes at www.Paypal.com/HopeInArtStudio  or Venmo: Lesley Shakespeare Brogan 

Questions?  Call/text Lesley 585 727 4574                 Email  lsbrogan@rochester.rr.com 

 

Fall project- Birches on Pallette    Sunday October 11th at 1pm $60 

Tuesday Art Class  1pm  - ongoing art class with 6 week sign up sessions ($135.00 per session)  start any time.   

Private Art Classes  $25 per hour 

Golden Palette Art Tour – October 24th 11-4pm Canandaiguas ―Fall in to Canandaigua‖ event is a little different this 

fall but Artists and various shops will be participating in the Golden Palette Art Tour.  There will be an incredible gift 

basket (using passport) a kids’ Mr. Scarecrow Head activity and refreshments.  In addition, studios will all be offer-

ing specials on their art.  I will be offering the following specials: 10% off all of my classes when you sign up at the  

studio that day and 25% off of all my gallery artwork  

Couples Date and Paint – October 30TH 6:30 - 9:30  $50 per couple.  
It’s been hard trying to find an exciting Date Night during these times but here it is!  Socially distanced and sanitized  

this is a colors of fall art night for couples.  NO experience necessary.  Lesley is an excellent teacher and will patiently  

walk you through every step of this. Each paint their own canvas that fits together to create one painting.   

Don’t miss this! Only 6 spots available.   

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Judi Cermak  I will have work in the Small Works exhibit at Main Street Gallery in Clifton Springs. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Michelle Guerra  I am pleased to announce that I have two oil paintings in the ―Figure/Ground‖ show at the Main 
Street Arts Gallery in Clifton Springs until the end of October.  Please stop by! 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Tina Blackwood   I just want to share that I am thoroughly enjoying listening to the podcasts on, Art Curious, while 

I am working (I mean playing!) in my art studio.  All of the episodes are about famous and not so famous artists with 

titles such as,  The Semi-Charmed Life of Elisabeth Vigeé Le Brun ,  Was Van Gogh Accidentally Murdered?, and a series of                        

episodes titled, The Coolest Artists You Don't Know .       

http://www.artcuriouspodcast.com/artcuriouspodcast 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Maddie Corsaro   I have some updates about what's happening at The Cheshire Union Gift Shop.  

(Where I work, and where many  

OCAC members sell their work)! 

 

 

 

 

           What are some of our Artist Members up to?! 

http://www.Paypal.com/HopeInArtStudio
mailto:lsbrogan@rochester.rr.com
http://www.artcuriouspodcast.com/artcuriouspodcast/listener-fave-4
http://www.artcuriouspodcast.com/artcuriouspodcast/listener-fave-5-part-1
http://www.artcuriouspodcast.com/artcuriouspodcast/67


                                              Art in the Libraries  

 
                                                               Victor/Farmington Library 

                 Oct. - Jeremy Bach, photography                                     Dec. - Ann Callari, photography     

                 Nov. - George Wallace, photography on canvas              Jan. - Jenny Abbott, photography  

 
                  Bloomfield Public Library                                                        Naples Library                                                  
              Oct./Nov. Suzie Quinn - paintings                                         Oct./Nov. - Jo Krajci  - Scherenschnitte 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                          OCAC Rotating Art Exhibits  
                             See our OCAC website for details where the artwork can be viewed at:      

                                                                                                              https://www.ocarts.org/rotating-exhibits 

 

When visiting local businesses in Canandaigua, Victor, Geneva, and Bloomfield that participate in    

Rotating Artist Exhibits  
 please let them know how much you enjoy the art!  

 

 
                           Check our website www.ocarts.org for information and updates!  
 Be sure to check out the latest addition to our website—OCAC Artists at Work, Our Creative Work Spaces  
 

               If you are on Facebook, please LIKE "Ontario County Arts Council”  

                                Thank You for Supporting the Arts! 
 

     

http://www.ocarts.org

