
           What’s Happening at the Ontario County Arts Council?  
                                          Winter 2021 
Mission Statement: "Ontario County Arts Council will promote and strengthen the creative                            

capacity of our community by providing diverse opportunities for arts participation,  

                       understanding, and appreciation." 

  

Judi Cermak, OCAC Board President 
President’s thoughts:  A new year, a new beginning.  The events of 2020 have changed us all but we 
have learned from this the importance of flexibility, creativity, and the willingness to change.  We are for-
tunate to have added two new members to the Ontario County Arts Council board,  Bradley Fuster and 
Joyce Kowba.  Both bring a fresh look at where we are headed and a willingness to help us get there.  
We look forward to presenting exhibits, performances, workshops, art talks, and other opportunities to 
enrich our community. 
Happy New Year!! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

            Ontario County Arts Council Winter Events 
                 “INSPIRED CREATIONS” Art Exhibit Opening   
                Thursday, January 21st    10 - 12:00  &  1:00 - 4:30   
     
   Reminder: Face masks are required for entry into the building.   
    During this stage of the museum’s Covid-19 plan, the museum’s open 

               hours are restricted to:  Tuesday thru Friday from 10am to 12pm and 1 pm to 4:30. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2020 OCAC Mariner Family Arts Scholarship Recipient                                    

Each  year OCAC and its members fund a scholarship grant in the amount of 
$2,000 to a deserving second year student attending Finger Lakes Community                                               
College in memory of former OCAC president, Dottie Mariner and her family.                                                 
The qualified visual, or performing arts student is selected by the FLCC arts    
department faculty from students who apply through the FLCC scholarship                
foundation.                                                             

The recipient of the 2020 OCAC Mariner Family Arts Scholarship is Russell 
Cammarata, a second-year major in Music Recording Technology.  He has  
maintained a 4.0 average and plans to transfer to a four year college after he 
graduates in sping 2021. 
___________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                                

  

Lauren Slomski won the free raffle from our last art exhibit at OCHS.  She won 
the painting, “Treasures of the Forest”, that OCAC member Denise VanDeroef 
donated. 

Be sure to encourage everyone to visit our next exhibit, “Inspired Creations”, to   
discover what new image will be raffled off.  

 

 

 



OCAC Members!                                                                                                                                           
Did you know that you can sponsor a new member’s first year of membership for only 
$15.00?!!  Well, you can!!!  Anyone you know that appreciates the arts, or is a student 
of the arts, or is an artist, etc. could become a valued member with your sponsorship.  

You can find the  OCAC membership form on the last page of this newsletter.                        
Where it says New Member on the form just write in, Sponsored, above it. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Arts council offers small project grants! 
The Ontario County Arts Council is accepting grant applications through April 1 from local non-
profit and government organizations for small projects to enhance the visual and performing arts in 
the county.  The arts council, a nonprofit organization, has established a budget of $4,000 for 2021. 
Grants of up to $1,000 will be announced by May 15. 
“Participation in the arts can make us feel connected and lift our spirits during this pandemic. The 
Ontario County Arts Council board feels it is important to continue with our grants program in 2021,” 
said Judi Cermak, president of the organization.  Some operational costs may be included in the 
grant application if they are critical to the project’s success and may be no more than 50 percent of 
the grant. 
 
Last year, the arts council distributed $4,000 in grants to seven organizations: 

$1,000 for Clifton Springs Hospital and Clinic for a project to install local art in a facility expansion 
$1,000 to Chamberfest Canandaigua for its online summer concert series 
$500 to the Geneva Music Festival for its online concert series in June 
$200 to the Ontario County Historical Society for a historical poster display 
$350 to the Victor Farmington Library for software for an online art auction 
$425 to the Finger Lakes Barn Quilt Trail for the publication of a rack card 
$525 to the Geneva Public Library for an art display system 

 
The application procedure is detailed on the arts council’s website at ocarts.org. Applicants must ex-
plain the objectives and costs of the project, with preference given to those who can show a partner-
ship with at least one other organization in the form of in-kind or cash support. 
 
The Ontario County Arts Council, which has about 150 members, partners with the Fort Hill Perform-
ing Arts Center and the Ontario County Historical Society to stage exhibits and events. It sponsors 
rotating art exhibits at local businesses in Bloomfield, Canandaigua, Geneva and Victor and pro-
vides an annual $2,000 scholarship to a Finger Lakes Community College student majoring in the 
arts.      
________________________________________________________________________________ 



       .        What are some of our OCAC Artist Members up to?! 
 

Elaine Liberio  -   "Artists Arising"  Artwork created in classes offered at Liberio Art                                                       
in 2020 will be displayed for the month of February. Open House to be held Saturday, 
February 6 from Noon to 3:00.  Studio located at 208 E. Main St. Palmyra.  Open to 
the public Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 11:00 - 5:00 or by appointment. For more infor-
mation contact Elaine 315-945-2374. Covid requirements will be observed.  Masks required.      

     New Schedule of classes and events to be held at Liberio Art is ready.  Workshops will begin mid                
February. Classes will begin in March.  By the time you are reading this I will have posted the schedule 
on my Facebook and Instagram pages.  You can also call me at 315-945-2374 or stop in the studio to re-
quest a copy of the schedule and to register. You will be able to register online shortly so check back at 
www.liberioart.com.  Maximum 6 participants.  Covid requirements will be observed.  Masks required 
unless seated. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________     

 

CONGRATULATIONS to Barb McPhail! -                                                                                                                      
She received a NY State Artist Grant to create a ceramic                                                                                 
tile mural for Wood Library. Included is a picture of the                                                                                    
mural in progress that illustrates the collections in the                                                                                           
library.                    

____________________________________________________________________________________                   

Notice from Victor Farmington Library  -  Ontario County Arts Council has been a great supporter of 
the library in the past, and we appreciate your help!  For the second year running, all of the artwork will be 
on display in the library online.  Last year, we surveyed those who view the artwork in the library.  74% 
reported that they were inspired by the art display to try to create something creative themselves. 

The Victor Farmington Library is soliciting donations for our annual exhibit and auction of local art-
work.  This annual display is our way of spotlighting the beauty and talent of this region.  The exhibit will 
run from the beginning of February and into March.  On March 11th, the artwork will be auctioned to 
benefit the library.  We aren't sure what the closing reception will look like this year but artists are wel-
come to attend.  If you wish to donate a piece or pieces of your work, please contact Jessica Pritchard at 
jpritchard@pls-net.org or 585-924-2637 x106.                  
____________________________________________________________________________________
The Pat Rini Rohrer Gallery, 71 South Main St., Canandaigua, is 
proud to announce the “Emerging Artists & Their Mentors” 16th  
Annual Student Show. The show is open to the public and will run 
from January 16, 2021 through February 27, 2021, with a show open-
ing to be held on Saturday, January 16, 2021 from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Light refreshments will be served during the show opening, which is 
free and open to the public.   

Facial masks and social distancing are required within the gallery.    
We will be mindful of the number of people in the gallery at one  
time and will stagger guest entry. 
 

http://www.liberioart.com
mailto:jpritchard@pls-net.org


                                                                                  

  featuring Maddie Corsaro 
 

            Maddie, Corsaro, coordinator of OCAC rotating artists, has been a member since 2019!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tell something about your family, where you grew up, went to school, etc.  

I was born and raised in the Finger Lakes. I went to school in Bloomfield and have always lived and worked around 

the area, even though I've moved a lot. I've traveled in and outside the country quite a bit too, but each time I come 

back I feel so lucky to live in such a beautiful area!  

What were your early childhood influences regarding art - family, teachers, etc.?  

I was one of the lucky ones who had a consistent and quiet support from my family and school to be artistic. I was 

never told that I should be doing any one thing - which is so important because it's true! Interestingly, I think I've 

had more strangers tell me what I should be doing ("something that pays the bills...like business" of course) than 

people I am close to.  

Did you go to college?  Where?  Major?  Any mentors? 
I commuted to Nazareth College for a BFA in Studio Art and ended up concentrating in Printmaking. I really fell in 

love with the various processes, especially monotypes - they are the perfect blend of the spontaneity and looseness 

of painting, and the analytical and precise process of printmaking. The art department there is rather small, but was 

great because I really got to know my art teachers there - especially my drawing teacher Maureen who really 

changed my entire perspective of art (literally and figuratively) and my printmaking teacher Ron, who introduced 

me to my favorite medium of course.  

Which artists have you been most influenced by? 
The artists that have influenced me the most are the ones I have met personally through working with them. There is 

such a broad variety of artists in this area - from the woman who just likes to knit, to Albert Paley, who has created 

huge public steel sculptures around the world. Seeing that breadth and depth of an artist's life has really shown me 

that the creative path is not linear or set in stone...or really there isn't any stone or line involved! That can be kind of 

intimidating because it's hard to know where to start... but I'm learning to just follow my curiosity and utilize what's 

already around me.  

What type of art do you create?  Has your style changed over time? 

Since I went to school for printmaking, a lot of the work I am sharing lately is from when I was 

using those techniques. However since I don't have the same access as I've had in the past - I'm 

leaning towards going back to my "roots" which is drawing and painting. I have also always 

leaned into a more "dark" style - but I feel like I might be in the middle of shifting that as we 

speak. But I also don't think I could ever fully separate from "the dark style" - we shall see!  

What inspires you to create art?   

In the past, I would usually start with a memory or photograph or just a thought or image that pops up in my mind. 

My thesis was based around themes of memory, observation, change, and process. Once I get working though, I'm 

not as concerned about what I am trying to express. What's better, is if I can let my art teach me something instead 

of me teaching through my art. Evidently, of course, once I am done, something is now expressed on the page. But 

it's more of a spontaneous process than a deliberate plan. After that, whatever the viewer takes from it is up to them.  

What is your most favorite artist tool?  

I suppose I don't really have a favorite... but I know I couldn't go without a pencil. I am usually okay with just a 

wooden pencil (in varying lead types of course...) but I recently found the Pentel Graphgear 1000, which is a me-

chanical pencil that I really like. The brand really has nothing to do with why I like it though, I just love that I al-

ways have a sharp point to draw with!  

 



How important are titles to your art? 

When I pick a title, I try to find something that resonates with whatever meaning I have found in the 

process of making the work. However, since my favorite part about sharing art is allowing others to 

gather their own meaning, I like to keep the titles rather vague at the same time. So, in a sense they 

can be important to me, but they aren't important for grasping any kind of meaning.  

What are the hardest and best parts of creating art? 

The hardest part, I've found, is overcoming whatever mental limitation you have set for yourself. 

There are a lot of things that should probably take some priority, like eating well, paying your bills, 

sleeping...but really when it comes down to it, I think we set the limits for what we can do in our 

mind. Especially for people who feel they are not creative at all - usually they are! Just not in the 

ways society deems as creative.  

The best part is tricky... because I think if I'm being honest with myself - sharing my work is what 

*feels* like the best part. However, the best part really has to be the hard work itself, or that moment 

when you've gotten into working on something and it just flows.  

Do you listen to music or podcasts when you create?  What type and is it inspiring? 

I absolutely love music, in fact, sometimes I feel quite jealous that music seems to touch people's 

hearts so much more easily than the visual arts. I've gone through a lot of changes in taste, from my 

earliest interest in classic rock and pop, to last year I listened to pretty much just Norah Jones and 

soul, to now I can listen to just about anything (50's, 80's, folk, techno, jazz, indie pop, instrumental, 

even country and rap which I used to dislike.) Once I finally gave in to paying for Spotify, I never 

went back. So while I work, the music I listen to really depends on the day, and quite often I actually 

just need silence or else I get swept away in humming melodies or dissecting lyrics. 

 Where can people go to see your art?  Do you have a website or Facebook page for your 

work? 

My website: www.madelinecorsaro.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/madelinecorsaroart 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/madelinecorsaro  

Do you accept commissions? 

Yes! I've done a multitude of different projects (logos, painted toys, to name a few..) so I'm open to 

any artistic idea someone might have so long as I'm confident in meeting what they're looking for, of 

course. 

Do you have a piece of artwork that you’re most proud 

of? Why? 

I don't have a particular piece that I'm most proud of, but I 

was quite proud of how my BFA Thesis work turned out in 

general. I actually had decided to graduate a semester early 

and so most of the 30-something pieces I completed for my 

thesis were done in just that last semester. 

Professionally, what’s your goal? 
I would like to continue to create work that I am happy 

with, and I would like to think of some creative ways to share that with people such that it feels 

more intimate. The gallery setting sometimes feels a little too stuffy to me, and online, it not only 

loses a huge amount of intimacy, but there is a never-ending barrage of visual imagery on there.  I've 

also been working at The Cheshire Union for a number of years, and would really like to see the 

place thrive as an arts community for people!  

Do you have a dream project that you'd like to create? 

For right now - A large painting. I've been trying to figure out the specifics a little too much, but I 

have some large canvases that I would just like to fill! 

http://www.madelinecorsaro.com
http://www.facebook.com/madelinecorsaroart
http://www.instagram.com/madelinecorsaro


                                                   Art in the Libraries  

 
             Victor/Farmington Library    
       Jan. - Jenny Abbott, photography                                                         

 
                  Naples Library                                                  
Jan. - mid-March - Kathy Engel, watercolors                                                                                                                                                       
mid-March - April - Derek Des Islets, paintings (Naples native now living in Brooklyn) 

                  Bristol  Library                                     
Now thru February  -  Autumn Photos from the Bristol Bookends Writing Group on display.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                      OCAC Rotating Art Exhibits  
                             See our OCAC website for details where the artwork can be viewed at:      
                                                                                                     https://www.ocarts.org/rotating-exhibits 

 
When visiting local businesses in Canandaigua, Victor, Geneva, and Bloomfield that participate in    

Rotating Artist Exhibits  
 please let them know how much you enjoy the art!  

 

 
                           Check our website www.ocarts.org for information and updates!  
 Be sure to check out the latest addition to our website—OCAC Artists at Work, Our Creative Work Spaces  
 

                If you are on Facebook, please LIKE "Ontario County Arts Council”  

                                      Thank You for Supporting the Arts! 
 

     

http://www.ocarts.org



